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Introduction

Red, White and Forum Blue

and Philadelphia 76ers. They comisied to win nine champimships and appeared in
the NBA Hnals sixteen times during the decade. feir power was at its peakduring
the first eight years of that period the threefranchisescombined to win every championship,
and with the exception of the Haston Rockets in 1981 andl986, no other team reached the
&ET A1 68 41 1 Ah OEAOA AECEO UAAOO /EeldiondEA Oy
Magic Johnson irthe June 1979draft, and ending withtheir defeat of the Celtics in the 1987
Finals.

Three teams dominatedthe " !  ET  O:BhA Lop Angete$ |@kers, Boston Celtics

IT OPEOAOETT A O A AITE AITiT A0 £O011 1 AT ET@O6O0A
a general concept from a book thatialready on the shelves. In 1987 | bougliorty-Eight
Minutesby Bob Ryan and Terry Plutpi0 AAOAOEAAA A OUDPEAAEAOTI ECE
using a January 1987 game between the Celtics and the Cleveland Cavaliers as a backdrop. It

was not until years later, after reading and enjoying the book several times, that | found a

AT PU 1 £ $ AiINBAIhnings publidedit 1985, which explainedOEA OAT AOT 1 U
AAOCAAAT 1T &6 AlnelA® gaind Betveeh e Milwaukee Brewers and the Baltimore

Orioles. Some ideas are worth emulating.

This book also has a higld OT £E1 A &£l OA OO THe Bram®47295TRentheAET 6 C
Yankees, the Giants, and the Dodgers Ruled the Wasldlso the story of three teams and their
dominance of a decade. Our perspectives are much differenkahn was a New York
sportswriter during his Era and thus has intimate knowledge of his subject, while was a
young Celtics fan in Rhode Island during my Era and have had to rely emy childhood
memories andthe writings of others? but our nostalgia for the events that took place and
our interest in writing about them is similar. Kahn opened his book by remaing that the
UAAOO pwtyx O pwuvyxy xAOA OOGEA 1106 EiI Bl OO6AT O
O b | ;Ovdald argue that the years 19790 1987 were the most exciting years in the history
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of the NBAandsecond in importance only to the Bill Rusall Era which transformed the game
from a floor-bound, white-dominated sport into the fastpaced, integrated NBA that laid the
foundation for the game we still enjoy today. This is not to say thahe 80s Erawas perfect.
The NBA enduredsome significant poblems in this period, including: recreational drug use
that ended the careers of many players prematurely, tape delayed television coverage,
especially in the early years, andhe shaky financial status of many franchises even after
Larry Bird and MagicJohnson began suiting up. However, the NBA did set a league attendance
record during the 1979-80 season, and CBS reported that ratings were up by fourteen
percent? signs that the tide was turning.

ITA TAOEI 60 AEOOET AOET 1T AA Oebdl Ak spdilighk wasOA O |
focused on three teams that all played in the same city, while in the 80s Elee three kingpins
were spread from coastto-coast. But the level of dominance was similar.

80s Era Lakers, Celtics and 76ers

Season Champion Lost in Finals Lost C. Finals Lost C. Finals

Celtics Rockets GES

Lakers Spurs Celtics

1979-80
1980-81
1981-82

1982-83 76ers

1983-84 Celtics

Lakers Celtics Nuggets 76ers

Celtics Rockets Bucks Lakers

1984-85
1985-86

1986-87 Lakers Celtics SuperSonics ‘ Pistons

The Era Yankees, Giants and Dodgers

Season Champion Runner-up

Yankees ‘ Dodgers

1947
1949

1949 MEULGCES ‘ Dodgers

1950 Yankees Phillies

1951 Yankees ‘ Giants
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Yankees Dodgers
Yankees Dodgers

Giants Indians

Dodgers Yankees

Yankees Dodgers

Braves Yankees

In the 80s Era, three teams combined to win eight of eight championships and fourteen out
of sixteen possible apearances in the Finals. In the 1941957 Era, three teams collected
nine of eleven championships and seventeen out of twentyvo World Series berths.

he rivalry between the Celtics and Lakers stretches back to 1959, when Boston and

Minneapolis squaredoff in the Finals for the first playoff meeting between the two
franchises. Bill Russell and the Celtics swept rookie Elgin Baylor and the Lakers in four games.
It was a meeting of old and new dynasties. The Lakers had won an NBL title in 1948 and five
NBA championships over the next six years in the prshot clock era with George Mikan at
center. The Celtics had won their first championship in 1957, lost in the Finals the next year
after Russell suffered an ankle injury, and in 1959 began a streak of eigities in a row. From
1959 through 1969, the Celtics played the Lakers, who moved to Los Angeles in 1960, in the
Finals seven times and worvery series

"T 001180 AAGEAOGAAT T OE OAdlsOhggan iB1090, withEhd& prd E O U
debut of Wilt Chamberlainthat fall. The competition between Russell and Chamberlain was
an instant sensation, and persevered as Wilt traveled between three different franchises. But
in 1959 the 76ers did not yet exist. Chamberlain began his career with the Phdlelphia
Warriors, who lost to the Celtics in the Eastern Finals in both 1960 and 1962. The Warriors
moved to San Francisco after the latter series, and a year later, Irv Kosloff and Ike Richman
bought the Syracuse Nationals and moved them to Philadelphiahere they were re-
christened as the 76ers. In January 1965, the 76ers traded for Chamberlain, who made a
triumphant return to the city. With Wilt in the fold, Philadelphia reached the Eastern Finals
four years in a row, and won the NBA championship in 196 But Chamberlain wore out his
welcome with Sixers management, and in July 1968 he was traded to the Lakers to join Baylor
and Jerry West who had been defeated by the Celtics in the Finals the previous spring. The
Lakers reached the Finals again that seas but met the same fate, a loss to the Celtics, this
time in seven games. Overall, the three teams faced each other in the playoffs nine times in
theOAAT T A EAI £ 1 viaddiiieplaypfis evardy@dr frof 1964 through 1969.
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p w @ The®ivalry

1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969
Boston Champions | Champions | Champions East Finals | Champions | Champions
Los Angeles | First round Finals Finals First round Finals Finals
Philadelphia | First round East Finals East Finals Champions East Finals First round

Note: Table lists how far team advanced in playoffs; for example, the 1964 Lakers and 76ers both lost in the first
round.

Season BOS LA PHI | Playoff Results

East Finals: Boston def. Philadelphia 4-3
Iegrizs | @2y ) ol 404D Finals: Boston def. Los Angeles 41
East Finals: Boston def. Philadelphia 4-1

196566 | 54-26 | 45-35 | 5525 Finals: Boston def. Los Angeles 43

1966-67 | 60-21 | 36-45 | 68-13 | East Finals: Philadelphia def. Boston 4-1

East Finals: Boston def. Philadelphia 4-3
Finals: Boston def. Los Angeles 4-2

East Semifinals: Boston def. Philadelphia 4-1
Finals: Boston def. Los Angeles 43

1967-68 | 54-28 | 52-30 | 62-20

196869 | 48-34 | 55-27 | 55-27

Success came less frequently for the three franchises in the next decade. Expansion had
reduced the odds of all three albs being good at the same time; in 1965 the NBA was a nine
team circuit, but by 1975 the league had doubled in size to eighteen teams, and the merger
xEOE OEA 1 "1 x1 OI A OEAT AAA £ OO0 i1 OA Al OAOS
three teams made the playoffs in the same season only once, in 1977. That was also the only
year that featured a playoff series between the rivals, as Philadelphia defeated Boston in the
Eastern Conference Semifinals in seven games to end the Celtics-gaar reignas champions.

p wy The®ivalry (?)

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979
BOS East East Champ East Champ | Semk
Finals Finals Finals finals
LA Finals West | Champ | Finals First West First Semk
Finals round Finals round finals
PHI First First First Finals East Semt
round round round Finals finals

Note: Blank indicates team missed playoffs.

In the 80s Era these dormant rivalries reemerged. By 1984 former players K.C. Jones,
Billy Cunningham and Pat Riley were the head coacheand throughout this period the men
in charge of the front office of each team had had lostgne associations with their respective
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franchises (Red Auerbach, Jerry West/Bill Sharman, Pat Williams), which added some extra
spice to their encounters. Not oty did the three teams win all eight championships, they each
made the playoffs every year, and faced each other in the playoffs ten times, all while playing
in a 22- or 23-team league that had enacted new rules, such as free agency, and in 1983, a
salary cap, that increasingly favored parity over continued success.

80s Era The Rivalry

Season BOS LA PHI Playoff Results
East Finals: Philadelphia def. Boston 4-1
197980 | 61-21 | 60-22 | 59-23 Finals: Los Angelesdef. Philadelphia 4 -2

1980-81 | 62-20 | 54-28 | 62-20 | East Finals: Boston def. Philadelphia 4-3

East Finds: Philadelphia def. Boston 4 -3
Finals: Los Angeles def. Philadelphia 4-2

1982-83 | 56-26 | 58-24 | 65-17 | Finals: Philadelphia def. Los Angeles 4-0

1981-82 | 63-19 | 57-25 | 58-24

1983-84 | 62-20 | 54-28 | 52-30 | Finals: Boston def. Los Angeles 43

East Finals: Boston def. Philadelphia 4-1

198485 | 6319 | 6220 | 5824 | biis: Los Angelesdef. Boston 4-2

198586 | 67-15 | 62-20 | 54-28

1986-87 | 59-23 | 65-17 | 45-37 | Finals: Los Angelesdef. Boston 4-2

The level of concatration of dominance in the 8& Era was not entirely unprecedented,
but consider that in the previous eight years, 1972 through 197%even different teamsg/on
championships, and only the Washington Bullets reached the Finals more than twice. You
would haveto go back to the Russell Erayhen the Celtics won eight championships in a row,
and defeated the Lakers five ilnes and the Hawks twice (for a total offifteen Finals
appearances between theethree teams), to find another such gjht-year spare and that was
in an eight- or nine-team league But the Celtics, Lakers and 76ers did dominaia the 80s
Era, and were regularly at the top of the regular season standings as well:

80s Era Regular Season Winning Percentages

Team W L Pct.
Boston Celtics 641 244 | 724
Los Angeles Lakers 634 248 | .719
Philadelphia 76ers 552 289 | .656
Milwaukee Bucks 512 310 | .623
Portland Trail Blazers 417 360 | .537
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Atlanta Hawks 415 368 | .530
Denver Nuggets 410 383 | .517
Phoenix Suns 402 381 | .513
Seattle SuperSonics 398 | 389 | .506
Detroit Pistons 392 402 | .494
San Antonio Spurs 382 397 | .490
Dallas Mavericks 341 360 | .486
Houston Rockets 393 415 | .486
Washington Bullets 366 402 | .477
Utah Jazz 344 435 | .442
New York Knicks 331 431 | 434
KGSagamento Kings 329 433 | .432
ChicagoBulls 329 | 435| 431
New Jersey Nets 325 434 | 428
Golden State Warriors 293 455 | .392
Indiana Pacers 290 454 | .390
Cleveland Cavaliers 272 475 | .364
SDLos AngelesClippers 235 | 503 | .318

The Celtics, Lakers and 76ers also dominated individual awards from 1980 throudi®87:

MVPs

All-NBA
First Team

All-NBA
Second Team

All-Stars

Legend: Boston / Los Angeles / Philadelphia

he 80sEra also saw the NBA rise from a chaotic struggWeith the ABAin the p wx ;aé O

the subsequent merger andhe dawn of (limite d) free agency dramatically reshaped the
process of building and maintaining a championship team. The arrival of Larry Bird and Magic
Johnson, and their fortunate placement with twofOEA . "1 6 0 Al AOOEA /EOAT /
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factor. The growth of cable ¢levision, which brought increased coveragend millions of
dollars in rights fees was another. But the style of play, wide@pen, fastbreak basketball
inspired by Magic and the Lakers, and complimented by the hatburt, physically intense
brand of baskeball more commonly seen inthe Eastern Conference and throughouthe
playoffs, created a game that was truly fun to watch. Bird and Magic were the centerpesc
seemingly able to do it all:score,rebound effectively, andignite the fast break or find the
open man in the halfcourt game with a sizzling passThe rivalries between these three
teams? Celtics, 76ers, Lakers; your favorite team was always listed first when you recited
their names? raised the level of play even higher. The 76ers peaked in thedihalf of the 80s
Era, playing the Celtics three years in a row in the Eastern Conference Finals, while the Lakers
were dominant throughout, facing the 76ers irthree bruising matchups in the kals followed
by three classics against the Celtics.

Bird and Magic also fit seamlessly into their surroundings, just as Julius Erving and Billy
Cunningham, and later, the physically imposing Moseglalone, weretailor-made for the
blood-OAA O3 E@AO0OS6 O1 EAI Of 6 OEAU x1 OA 1 boywneA O £
shied away from publicity,and who focused on his game with a fierce determination befitting
the decades of legends who had worn the Celtics simple greand-white uniforms on the
bruised and battered Boston Garden parqueinside a gritty, pre-Depressionera building.

And the everebullient Magic, whose name alone drew attention, just as handorking as Bird

(and from a similar blue collar backjround) but appearing tohave a lot more fun, surrounded

by movie stars, Laker Girls, and plenty of splasie | £ DOOPI A AT A Cil A8 4
play in an arengthey took the court at the Forum, theFabulousForum, ringed by eighty

Roman columns and filled with so many amenities byhen-owner Jack Kent Cooke (who

AEOI EEAA OEA xI OA hddbdieeBHatkhe te@d D11 IGAEO OEMDA O&T C
AT A "T1Aoq OEAO OEA AOQEI AET ¢ AT OO0 oo PAOAAT O
which alsoopened in 1967. The Garden was surrounded lither buildings, utilitarian train

tracks, and elevatedhighway lanes.The Forum had trees and plentiful parkingon a spacious

twenty -nine-and-a-half acre siteunder the Inglewood, Californiasun’ EOA AT A - ACEA
appearances on the cover ofSports lllustrated played off their respective images. In
November 1977 Bird was photographed with two Indiana State cheerleaders holding a finger

O OEAEO 11 0O0OEO I AEEIC O3EEEA6 CAOOOOAOR R
"AOEAOAAT 160 3AAOAO 7AADI T dnnhe Aovehdaldng arevaréeA Oh -
layup while wearing alarge smile and auxedo, complete with top hat.

A central debate of the 80s Era was who was better, Bird or Magi¢The 80s equivalent
I £ O- EAEAUR 7 E Bild ®a8 beltedat AFpdak, ardithinghé €]ght years ofthe
80s Era was the more decorated ath@Ah A OO - ACE A& Qbelted Radtfithis OA O C
can be eyplained by their age difference. Bth entered the NBA in 1979, but Bird had
essentially been in college for five years counting his brief stay at Indiananiyersity, while
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Magic left Michigan Stee after his sophomore seasonHowever, Bird suffered from more
injuries late in his career, and was never the same after missing most of the 1988 season
due to double heel spur surgery, along with a congenital bk condition that continued to
AAOAOET OAOA ET OEA p w hartdedaise-hddoGrifrac@dHIVAIAIOAA O x A
that for both players, their offcourt lifestyle directly contributed to the demise of their
AAOGEAOGAAT 1 AAOA Aekegan wHehk Gpent A da i thedsOrhnder of 1985
shoveling gravel for drainage for the basketball court in his yardwhen he certainly had the
means to pay someone else to do)jtand his tendency to get into trouble when he was
drinking, such as abar fight earlier that year in Chelsea, Massachusetts during the Eastern
Conference Finals, did not help his careg@erformanceeither. It was rumored that one reason
OEAO OEA #Al OEAO xAOA O1 xEITEIT ¢ O OOAAA Ax
on the town. But Robey had been traded in 1983howing that Bird did not need his favorite
running mate to find trouble. Magicfound trouble of a more serious nature while enjoying
the pleasures that the Los Angeles nightlife offered him.

Ultimately, MagiA 6 O /& (td Lakeis @dn Again in 1988) rank him ahead of Bird in
mosti AOAOOAOOGSE AUAOh OET OCE OEEO 1T AAAOG O AA |
did not tear up his knee in 185 or Bird avoided injuring his shooting hand in that barfight?
The 1985 Finals could have been won by Boston which would evarp the number of
championshipsfor Bird and Magicat four apiece.And perhaps that loss, which would have
been the Lakers third Finals defeat in a row, would have persuadedrdy West to break up
the team (a year later, after losing to the Rockets, the Lakers explored swapping James
Worthy and Byron Scott for Mark Aguirre and Roy Tarpley) which could have derailddos
I T ¢ Al198Dand1988 title runs? But on the other hand, the Celtics neestl a miracle steal
by Gerald Henderson and two overtime victories to defeat the Lakers in 1984. Using
championships as the only barometercan allow seemingly random events tobecome
OAAOAOI ETET co AZAAOTI 008 4 EAO Mapia wiAsfout Que toThid j A
longevity, his ability on defense Bird usually guarded the least productive frontcourt player
on the opposing team and the fact that he was much harder for opponents to shutdown than
Bird was. Put a good defensive forward withdecent quickness on Bird (e.g. Robert Reid,
Michael Cooper, Bobby Jones) and you could hope to contain him. Guarding Magic was so
i OAE EAOAAO AAAAOOA EEO OEUA joebwoq xAO OITIE
guard. And perhaps that is the best measuringtisk of all. Magic could play three or four
different positions both offensively and defensively due to his unique skill set; Bird could not.

Acomment about the selection of 1979 through 1987 as the focus of this bodBeclaring
that the 80s Erabeganwith the arrival of Bird and Magdc in the 1979-80 season is easy,
but deciding when the 80s Eraconcluded is more difficult 1987 fits best for three reasons.
First, the Magicled Lakers and the Birdled Celtics played their last Finals series against each
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other that season; the two franchises would not meet again for the championship until 2008.
(It would be up to the Pistons to face the Lakers in 1988 and 19§%econd, Michael Jordan
won his first MVP award in 1988, an early turningdi ET O A0 OER BOACHAADI ¢
precedence Lastly, it is important to acknowledge the achievementf the 76ersin this
period; too often the Celtics and Lakers take all of the attention away from the excellent teams
in Philadelphia that gave botiof them all they couldhandle. The 76ers faded after head coach
Billy Cunningham resigned following their defeat in the Eastern Conference Finals in 1985,
andtwo years latertheyx AOA AAOAIT U OAI AGAT O ET *O1 EQOO %00
missed the playoffs for the EEOOO OEI A ET OEEOOAAT UAAOON A
retirement is a more fitting conclusion.

Many books have beemvritten about aspects of the 8@ %OA8 2AO0EAO OEAI
model of relating first-hand stories which would be impossiblefor me to replicate, | drew
inspiration from several other books, including The Football Abstractby Bob Carroll, Pete
Palmer and John Thorn (1989)The New Bill James Historical Baseball Abstr§2003), The
Book of Basketbalby Bill Simmons (2009), and eve the Rotisserie League Baseball annuals
OEAO $ATEAI |/ EOAT O OOAA O1 AAEO ET OEA pwymnd
revisiting the 80s Era,focusing on the Celtics, Lakers and 76ers, whilesing enough tables
and charts to present supplemental information in unique and thought-provoking ways
without overwhelming the reader with pages ofbasic statistics that are already freely
available online

Enjoy.



Chapter One

Flashback: 1974

preparing to play the Boston Celtics to settle the championship series. He would face
an underrated opposing center, a superb atkround forward who could score, pass
and rebound, and an opposing coach who had been a member oft¢igiorld championship
teams as a playeBut Abdul-Jabbar had a Hall of&me point guard on his side, andlong with
much ofhis supporting cast, including thenead coachhad won a championship beforewhich
all provided an extra measure of confidence.
The year was 1974. Or was it 19847
One of the great storylines in NBA history is how Kareem Abdudblbbar managed to be a
dominant playoff center for two different teams over a decade apart. Since the NBA began
awarding a Finals MVP award in 1969, severalgyers have won multiple awards, including
Magic Johnson and Michael Jordan, who both won their last trophy seven years after their
first. But Abdul-Jabbar was the Finals MVP in 197dnd again in 1985fourteenyears later. He
had forced his way from Milwaikee to Los Angeles by then, and haskpanded his collection
of regular season MVP awardsiow evenly split between his time with the Bucks (1971, 1972
and 1974) and the Lakers (1976, 1977and 1980). Just his longevitywas a rarity. Abdul-
Jabbar was one obnly eleven players who played in the NBA or ABA in 1974 who was still in
the NBA in 1985.
1974 serves as an interesting prologue for our story about th&0s Era beause there are
so many parallelswith 1984 and many entertaining coincidences to consider

Kareem AbdutJabbar sat in front of his locker beforeGame 7 of the NBA Finals,

I n 1974, the Milwaukee Bucks were finishing up a dominant five year run in which they had
averaged 60 wins a sason. It was an incredibleecord for an expansion franchise that won
just 27 games in 196869, their debut season. Larry Costello, a formeix-time All-Sar point
guard whose playing career had abruptly endeih the fall of 1967 when he ruptured his left
Achilles tendon while playing for the Philadelphia 76erdpad been the Bucks onlyiead coach
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in their history. Costello had the good fortuneo be in position to draft Lew Alcindor in 1969
(he would not change his name until 1971) anthe addition of the rookie center transformed
the team intotitle contenders. The Buckgeached the Eastern Finals in 1970, and then, after
acquiring Oscar Robetson from the Royals, Milwaukee won the championship in 1971. An
additional round of expansion and realignment had placed the Bucks in the Western
Conference, and 1971 was the it of four consecutive Midwest Dvision titles for Milwaukee.
In the 1972 playoffs they lost to the eventual champion Lakers, who had won 69 games that
season, buthe following year they were upset by an inferior Golden State Warriors team in
the first round after Robertson ruptured an Achilles tendon, providing extra motivation ér
the upcoming campaign.

The Boston Celtics had a similar hunger heading into th#973-74 season. They had won
68 games the previous year, the most in their storied history, and were on the cusp of
regaining their perch as NBA champions when John Havlkesuffered a hyerextended
shoulder injury in Game 3 of the EasternConferenceFinals against tle Knicks. Havlicek
missed the next gamereturned to score 18 pointsin Game 5, but struggledhrough the rest
of the seriesas the Celtics were eliminatedn seven games

Both the Bucksand the Celticscruised to thel1974 Finals. Milwaukee crushed Los Angeles
in the first round, as Jerry West played in just one game (and scored just four points) due to
an injury; Lakersbackup guard Pat Riley would score 17 pots in the finale as the Bucks won
in five games. A fouwgame sweep of Chicago put Milwaukee in the Finals. Boston defeated the
Buffalo Braves in a tougheithan-expected six game series, then got revenge on the Knicks
with a 4-1 drubbing that included three wins by doubledigit margins.

Ten years later, when the Celtics and Lakers met in the Finals, there were similar feelings
of unfinished business on both sideEach team had seen theit982-83 season end ima
disappointing playoff sweep the Celtics bst to the Bucks in the EasternConference
Semifinals, while the Lakers lost to the 76ers in the Final®oston and Los Angeles both
reacted by making a significant trade in the offseasgthe Celtics acquired former Finals MVP
Dennis Johnson while the Lagrs picked up rookie Byron Scott in a trade for former AlBtar
Norm Nixon. Just as the 197&inalsmatchup was attractive to fans as a battle of Abdilabbar
versus a resurgent Celtics team led byheir (even younger)undersized centerDave Cowens
and the veteran John Havlicekthe 1984 Finals wereframed as a rematch of the 1979 NCAA
Championship game: Magic vs. Bird.

Comparing the 1974 Celtics with the 1984 Celtics is slightly unfair, given that the 1984
team had won a title just three years earlier, buconsider:
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The Head Coaches

In 1974 Tom Heinsohn was in his fifth season ake Celticshead coach. Heinsohn had
worked as a broadcaster for Celtics games on television after his retirement in 1965, while
continuing to rise through the ranks asanin@ OAT AA T AT8 (A xAO 110 ! 0O
to replace Bill Russell as coach (Frank Ramsey turned down the position, as he had years
earlier when Auerbach himlf stepped down from coaching) but eventually accepted
(AET OT ET 60 AOCOI A b éxpeddndeid bukitesyoffsefitis AagkAofochaching
experience. Heinsohn relentlessly pushed his fagtreak style on his players, while also taking
the time to break down films and provide individual instruction to players, all while serving
as an advocte for the Celtics organization. But he was also known to pick fights with officials
unnecessarily, indulge in overanalysis, and frustrate players with his substitution patterns
and his tendency to always get the last word in conversations. Manytbese qualities would
serve Heinsohnwell when he eventually returned to the broadcast booth; in 198he was
preparing to serve as color commenttor for his first NBA Finals forCBS.

K.C. Jones had a much different style and a very different pedigree, asiderfrine fact
that he and Heinsohn had both won eight championship rings as Celtics players (Heinsohn
1957, 59-65; K.C1959-66). 1983-84 was his first season akead coach, inheriting a team that
wastiredofex- AOET A " El I-hagdédBtietifathaderddiodtbe militaristic. Unlike
Heinsohn, K.C. Jones had paid his coaching dues: unofficial assistant coach for Bill Russell on
the 1967 Celtics, head coach at Brandeis University for three years from 196870, assistant
coach at Harvard for one seasqnassistant toformer teammate Bill Sharman with the
AEAI PETIT , AEAOO ET pwxch A UAAO AO EAAA AT AA
OEOAA UAAOO xEOE OEA . "180 "OI1lAOO8 ) i2ipwyxuv
the EasternConference Finals to eliminate the defending champs. But critics charged that
assistant Bernie Bickerstaff was the brains of the coaching staff, and Jones was let go a year
later. He got back into the league during the 19787 season when Don Nelsofa member of
the 1974 Celticsand a former teammate of Jongavas elevated by Milwaukee Bucks general
manager Wayne Embry to replace Larry Costello as head coach. Nelson needed an assistant,
so Jones was hired, buvhen the arrangemert did not work out, Jones was agailooking for
a new job.

Jones returned to Boston when another former teammate, Satch Sanders, was tapped to
replace Tom Heinsohn midway through the 197778 season. He stayed on amn assistant
when Sanders was replaced a year later by Cowens in a playayach role, andhen endured
a difficult relationship with Bill Fitch . Fitchlargely ignored him, especially during the 1979
gt OAAOT 1T x E Aihe a8sit@nAdirdn® Rodders @mained behind in Cleveland as
player personnel director for a yearbefore rejoining Fitch in Boston.
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Heinsohn had been known as a smart technicianthough assistantcoach* T ET  + E1 1 E|
scouting reports were essential for game planning while K.C. Jones would never be given
credit for strategy, as Rodgers would generally belki x T A Gand®E Al Aisgé6 ADOET C
time in Boston.( AET O1T ET1 60 DPOAI EA PAOOITA xAO 1 060CIET
and reserved, surprising people when he occasionally dropped int® local nightclubto sing
with a jazz band. Heinsohn was morékely to draw technical fouls for berating officials, but
K.C. Jones could be just as fiery off tloeurt; when Fitch once complained that Jones had
missed a predraft meeting to which he had never been invited, the ensuing argument
escalated until Jonedfiad to be physically restrained.

The Players

1974 Celtics in the Hall of FamBave Cowens, John Havlicek
1984 Celtics in the Hall of Fame: Larry Bifdennis Johnson, Kevin McHale, Robert Parish

A comparison of the two rosters starts with these playes, the greatest Celtics of the post
Russell Ea. Cowens had won the 1973 MVP, finished a distant fourth in the 1974 voting
behind Abdul-Jabbar (Havlicek was ninth) and had become surprisingly effective against him
despite (at least) a fiveinch height dissA OAT OACA8 2AA 1 OAOAAAE 1 AO/
AAAAT A TTA T £ OEA COAAO ATl i PAOGEOI OédattadkeBEAB O O
And he loved to attack AbdulJabbar, driving to the basket to take advantage of his speed or
remaining outside and shooting jumpers as AbdulJabbar preferred to linger closer to the
basket* AAAAO EAA O1T OAEAA OEA #A1 OEAO AO A OITEE
the next two seasons Jabbar frequently had the uppeahd, scoring 40or more points in eight
of the ten games between the teams, étuding three 50-point efforts. But over the next two
OAAOI T O »AAAAOB O E E GEpointsGdedpiteoling®eadoravefae®thah O x A
were similar to the previous two years and Cowens wouldeven outs®re him at times. In
Game 7 of the 1974 ials, Jabba scored 26 points and added 13rebounds; Cowens
countered with 28 points and 14rebounds.

John Havlicek and Larry Bird were botlirst Team AlFNBAselectionsin their respective
seasons, but Bird eared his first MVP award in 1984 after three consecutive secorgplace
finishes, an award that Havlicek would never winHavlicek would end his career as the Celtics
all-time leading scorer, with a longer resume of higitaliber seasons, but in 1984 Bird was
regularly discussed as the best player in the game apdssibly one of the best of alfime.

The supporting casts were superb, though the74 squad suffers in comparisordue to
having played in a period where the ABA was arguably at its strongest and hadtered down
the NBA by taking away several star playersn 1984 McHale came off the bench but played

more minutes than starter Cedric Maxwell, while Parish wasetected to his fourth straight
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All-Sar team that season. The backcourt of Johnson and Gerkldnderson was maligned for
poor shooting on a team whose frontcourt averaged over seventiiree points a game, while

their defense wentlargd 1 U OT T 7T OEAAA NBAAlIDEfdhsive Beedndliedmddd
Similarly, while Jo Jo White ran the break and wgahe Celtics thirdleading scorer in 1974, it
xAO $11 #EAT AU8O AAAEAT OA AT A 0AOI 3EI AGEO OA

Both squads also featured fan favorites who played little but were nonetheless memorable
In 1974 it was Hank Finkela thin sevenfoot center whose attempt to replace Bill Russell led
to universal mockingby fansfive years earlier, but now his hard work as a backup ennobled
him, earning him ovations from the Garden crowd despite pedestrian statistics (fewer than
three points and three rebounds a game)Ten years laterjt was the towelwaving M.L. Cary
who could still play defense and inject energy (or annoyance, depending on your point of
view) on the court, butwhose career was on the downslide. Carr had been the e sixth
man in 1980,and astarter for part of the 1982 campaign, butwas limited to a handful of
minutes a night bythe start of the 1984 playoffs.

The Finals

A few coincidences stand out: The 1974 and 1984 Finals both went seven games, both
were tied after four games (with the road team winning games one and four), and both
featured a pair of overtime games won by the same team (Bucks in 1974, Celtics in 1984). In
each series, the Celtics played a team with an-&eltic in a prominent frontoffice role on the
opposing side: Milwaukee general manager Wayne Embry and Los Angeles tgamasident
Bill Sharman. In1974 the Celtics defeated the Bucks and Abddhbbar in the Finals; in 1984
the Celtics also defeated the Bucks, and Abdidbbar in the Finalsbut in separate series,
avenging their sweep at the hands dflilwaukee the year before by disposing of them in five
games in the Eastern Conferenceirals.

Television coverage of the two series was also quite similar. Both were broadcast live in
their entirety by CBS including three Sunday afternoon games and four weeknight games in
prime time. The 1974 series earned a 13.5 rating, higher than the 12 dosted in 1984, but
T AAOT U AT OAT A OEA OAOCET CO ET OEA 1 Atvdadcpsiox mé O
a significant number of Finals and playoffs games on tape delay. (The arrival of Bird and Magic
did not initially reverse the tape delay trend. CBS continued the practice when the NBA
decided to move up the start of the 19780 and 198081 seasms, which resulted in the
Finals being played in earlyto-mid-May, right in the middle of the May sweeps period that
was critical for setting advertising rates based on network ratingsThe NBA then changed
course and pushed back their opening night;y1984, the Finals were no longer shown on
tape delay)
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But most of all, the two series were immediately considered classics and have remained
highly ranked by basketball experts Only once in either series did a team win b&eto-back
games (1984 Celtics, @nes 4 and 5). In 1974evenwith starting shooting guard Lucius Allen
out due toafreak knee injury suffered in March when he slipped on a warmup jacket while
chasing a ball that had gone out of bounds, the Bucks were slight favorites; the Lakers were
favo)OAA ET pwywt8 4EA 1100 OAI ATl AAOAA bl AU 1T £ OF
of Kurt Rambis in Los Angeles in &ne 4, won by Boston to tie the series. The signature
moment of the 1974 series was a sky hook by Abdudbabbarin double-overtime in Game 6,
also on the road, at the Garden, with three seconds left to give Milwaukee a 1021 lead the
Bucks held on to tiethat series. Pat Summerall, calling the game for CBS, said on the air that
EO xAO OEA OCOAAOAOGO ODBI aPshe vias dxapderating it the hEah A A (
of the moment, but since Summerall haglayedin the legendary 1958 NFL Championship
game, he knew greatness when he saw it.

Both series were ultimately Boston victories: in 1984, the series ended with a 11102
Celticswin at home, while in 1974, the won it on the road, 10287. The 1974 championship
xAO OAAAI POEIT &I O 2AA ' OAOAAAER AllT 1T xETC EE
xEOQOET OO0 2 OO0 Odsume,candAEis iwords,Es@veddO A OOOOT Edtig DT ET
history. Celtics fans who had grown accustomed to winning the titleearly every yearduring
OEA phwe@rnsids 061 OAA OEA OAAI EOI Al AA ET OEA A/
knew the pleasure of watching aebuilt team grow and recaptuwe the crown. A loss in the
1974 finals might haveprecipitated ! OAOAAAES O AADPAOOOOA 1 AGAO EI
unstable ownership situation led to one unreliable custodian of théranchise after another.
But that title, along with the subsequent D76 banner,x T O1 A AAT AT O | OAOAAAE
as a winner.Auerbach was still with the Celtics in 1984, accepting another championship
trophy, an accomplishment thatwas especiallyrewarding for K.C. Jones and yet another new

ownership group that had boudnt the team the previous offseason

As noted earlier,the NBA tad a challenger to contend within 1974 that was long gone by
1984. Two days before the Bucks ntahe Celtics in Milwaukee for @me 7 of the 1974
Finals, Julius Erving the reigning ABA MVP led the New York Nets to their first ABA
championship with a 111100 win over the Utah Stars, scoring 20 points and grabbing 16
rebounds. Unfortunately, not many fans across the country saw his exploitshe averaged
27.5 points per game in the series because only Gme 2 was nationally televised, and that
Saturday contest was blacked out in New York. It was an exampleasfe of the tallenges
that the ABAfaced. Rayers, coachesand referees who jumped to the ABA knew they would
be working in obscurity, butwere lured by promises of higher pay, or, in the case of Kevin
Loughery, the coach of the Nets, a better career opportunity. Loughery had suffered a major
knee injury while playing for the 76ers during their wretched 973 season in1972-73. When
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owner Irv Kosloff fired head coach Roy Rubin after a-47 start, he asked Loughery to coach
the team the rest of the season. Kosloff was interested in keeping Loughery on for the 1973
74 season, but as a playectoach. Loughery felt that coaching would be a full tienjob, and
instead took the Nets offer.
A decade later, with the NBAABA merger inthe past, limited free agency providing
increased rights for players,and a single 23team league that was gaining financial stability
with new broadcast and cable televisin deals, the " ! xAO OAAAU O1 AAAIT |
league.And it was in this environment that theNBA would flourish in the 80s Era



Chapter Two

Agents of Change

and caused owners to lose their iron grip over the rights of players Increased freedom

for players meant that teams needed to be more creative tnaintain a good team but
also provided more options for turning around a losing club. The career paths dfié five
greatest players of the80s Erae Kareem AbdutJabbar, Larry Bid, Julius Erving, Magic
Johnsonand Moses Malone were all heavily influenced by the changing relationship
between players and management.

The NBAABA conflictl /£ O E Aallqwexithe BIEA Players Association to gain power,

On January 15, 1967 the Los Angeles Lakerssited Detroit and defeated the Pistons 127
116 in Cobo Arena, as Jerry West outscored rookie Dave Bing 39 to 31. With the victory,
the Lakers moved into a thirdplace tie with the Pistons in the Western Division; the two
teams shared unimpressive 187 records, ten-and-a-half games behind the first place San
Francisco Warriors. For the Pistons this was actually an improvement over recent seasons,
but for the Lakers, it represented a swift collapse. The previous spring, Los Angeles had
pushed the Boston Ceits to seven games in the NBA Finals before succumbing. Now, after
West and Elgin Baylor had both missed time earlier in theeasonwith injuries, the Lakers
continued weakness at center threatened to ruin thisampaign

In 1966 the Lakers had used Lero¥llis, Darrall Imhoff and Gene Wiley atenter. Ellis
averaged nearly a doubledouble (12 points, 9rebounds), but injuries limited Wiley to sixty-
seven games in the regular season and just five minutes in the playoffs. Wiley retired after
the season, andseneral Manager Lou Mohs and coach Fred Schaus decided to trade Ellis to
Baltimore for Jim Barnes, a player with better statistics but already gaining a reputation as a
habitual underachiever. Imhoff became the starter, but the game against the Pistonssaan
example of why the Lakers were irrouble at the center position. Despite facing a struggling
Ray Scot{who scored just five points, the fourth time in five games he had been held to single
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digits) and journeymen Joe Strawder and Reggie Harding, bdthhoff and Barnes had fouled
out.

The next day, the Lakers believed theyad £1 OT A A OT 1 OOET 1T AU OOAAE
LaRusso, who wasust c w UAAOO 11 A AOO Ai 1T OEAAOAA OI 11 L
who then flipped him to the Pistonsfor Scott. Meanwhile, Baltimore sent sevenfooter Mel
Counts to the Lakers. Counts was not known as a tough defender, but the Lakers were happy
to add some size.

However, LaRisso refused to accept the trade and retired, citing his family and business
ties in Los Angeles. Lakers owner Jack Kent Cooke initially suspended LaRusso, and neither
Counts nor Scott began to play for their new teams. Cooke then tried to rastithe trade, but
duringafiveET 6O . " ! "TAOA T &£ '1 OAOT T 008 1 ARCET ¢ 11
trade was valid and that LaRusso was a Piston. LaRusso threatened to sue the NB#here
was little he could do. Te Pistons now owned his rights,andthe AACOAS6 O 1T BPOET T A
that Detroit owned those rights for at least another year By March, theBoard of Governors
awarded the Pistons the Lakers firstound pick in the 1967 draft as compensation for
, A20001 60 OAEOOAI O OADPI 008

The LaRusso casehewed the power that the NBA owners, and Commissioner Walter
Kennedy, had over their players. There had always been exceptions, superstars like Wilt
Chamberlain, who could force their way to new teams, but the average player had limited
rights. Now this relationship was about to change. Wheithe Sporting Newseported on the
LaRusso trade in Februrary, they placed the story directly below a largarticle AT OE 01 AA O.
001 #ACA ,11bP 7A0i 0 5D EI pn #EOEAOOG xEEAE E
Association. In June, San Francisco Warriors star forward Rick Barry signed with the' 1 & O
Oakland Oaks, and while a judge subsequently ruled that Barry had to sit out the 1968
seasonuntil his option clause with San Francisco expiredthe Warriors still needed a new
forward. In August, Franklin Mieuli found one: Rudy LaRusso, whom he purchased from the
Pistons and signed to a new contract. LaRusso had sat out hal§eason, but he ended up
playing in California like he wanted, winning an early victoryif O B1 AUAOG8 O OECEOO

his incident was just a prelude to the chaos that was to comerdm its inception, the ABA

ACCOAOOEOAT U PDPOOOOAA OEA TAOEI T80 Oi D ATIT1/
different. In the spring, Commissioner George Mikama New York Nets owner Arthur Brown
i AAA A EAOA POOE O1 OECI 5#,180 ,Ax Il AET AT O

4EA 1 AACOA 1 AOT AEAA xEAO OEAU AAI 1 AA O/ DPAOAO
young star. Mike Storen was later quatd in the bookLoose BalA O OAUET ¢g O7A O
activities at UCLA, talked to people from UCLA and people he knew from New York. We even
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serious young man who would make a decision and stick to it; he anepresentatives were
not interested in a bidding war. Alcindor, anative New Yorker, wanted to play in New York,
and hadjust seenJets quarterbackJoe Namath win a title and the hearts of millions of
fans? for ateam in an upstart leagueThe negotiation process would be simple. The Nets and
the Milwaukee Bucks, who had the first pick in the NBA draft, would each submit one offer
and Alcindor would make a decision. But Mikan and Brown stunned their ABA tehgues by
declining to offer a$1 million bonus that thel A A Cofydeds Bad agreed toMikan and Brown
wrongly assumed despite the announced ground ruleghat the bonus could be put forth as
part of a second round of negotiations. Alcindor chose to aspt the Bucks fiveyear, $1.4
million contract offer instead.

he ABA was more successful in its pursuit of Spencer Haywood, who challenged the long
standing rules that prohibited college underclassmen from turning pro. Haywood had led
the United StatesOlympic team to a Gold Medal in 1968 despite a boycott by seveldhck
stars, including Alcindor. Now, after a spectacular sophomore year (32 points, 22 rebounds
per game) at the University of Detroit, the Denver Rockets signed him to a thrgear,
$450,000 contract in 1969. To justify the move, the ABA invented a new termO ( AOAOEED
# A G Amddescribe players taleted enough to play pro ball buttoo poor to wait for a pro
contract. However, a year later, Haywood jumped to the NBA, signing with the Seattle
SuperSonics. This triggered a lawsuit by the NBA against Seattle due to their violation of the
socAAl 1 ANAGAE OO1 A6 xEEAE DOl EEAEOAA OECT ET ¢ Ol
ET OEA AT OOOO El1T - AOAE pwxp bHz&GDotnktd théBukakb £l OA
Braves then selected Haywood in the second round, despite the fact that Haywood had played
for Seattle in 197071 and had a valid longerm contract. Ultimately, Haywood would remain
with the SuperSonics.
The Haywood case wasEOA OE ET AOAOUT T A60 1T ETAO xEAT *0O
season at the University of Massachusetts in 1971. Erving was not as widely heralded, but
had piqued the interest of ageh Steve Arnold, who hadbeen employedbriefly by the ABA.
The Nets I O #AOT AGAAAA EAA OOOT AA Al x1 Al AAOI E
Arnold found a willing employerin6 EOCET EA 3 NOEOAOGS 1T x1T A0 %AOI
the Oakland Oaks two years earlier and moved the club to Washington, D.&hd then to
VirginiA- AO A OOACET T Al AOAT AEEOAG BAmoldoloketed&d 1 £ .
meeting in Philadelphia between the Squires, represented by Foreman, General Manager
Johnny Kerr, andhead coach Al Bianchi, and Erving, who was accompanied by agdub
71171 &£ ATA EEO &I Ol AO EECE OAEITIT AT AAE 2AU 7E
to stay in school since hédnad agreed to attend the meetingt the urging of Massachusetts
head coach Jack Leamaand becauseéNoolf believed in the fouryear rule. As it became clear
during the daylong negotiations that Erving wanted to sign with Virginia, Woolf arranged
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PEITA AAIT O O %OOGEIT C80O i1 OEAO #AIT 1 EA AT A Of
AAEAOOAA O EAO OI 160 wdapia Adddol akdiaA AlcindoHikeA AU S O
bidding process between the two leagues wouldevelop? failed to sway him. Woolf later
x O1 O A [ajbtRaftie i©was scandalous to be involved in any deal in which a young player
EOI PAA A£OI 1 EEO AT lbdtdoeArvidphddimadd Lp hid Bild, BoOIf wash 6
determined to get him a good contract. The next morning, Erving signed a feyear deal
worth $500,000.

Erving averaged 27 points and 15 rebounds as a rookie, and then, knowing that the NBA
would now consider him eligible since his college class had graduated, hired Irwin Wiener as
his new agent and demanded aew contractwith less deferred money.The result was a year
of legal maneuvers which pitted Erving against the Squires, and the NBA against two sf it
own teams. The day before the 1972 NBA draft, the Atlanta Hawks signed Erving to a five
UAAO AT 1T OOAAO OEAO ET AT OAAA A Acuvumnhnnm OECT I
mostly backloaded deal would eventually pay him). However, the Hawks did nbive a first
round pick that year, while the Bucks hadwo; general manager Wayne Embry, who had
played oneon-one games against Erving during a summer camp, eagerly spent his second
choice, at number eleven, on him//hile NBAobserverssalivated at the mssibility of Erving
joining Lew Alcindor in Milwaukeeor Pete Maravichin Atlanta, Foreman and Erving battled
in court.

yTEOGQEAT T UhR A ' AT OCEA 30PAOEI O AT 60O EOACA C

claim that Steve Arnold had negotiated6O 3 NOEOA OGS AT 1 OOAAO AT A OE
interest with the ABA. Foreman then appealed to Federal District Court. Meanwhile, the

"OAEO AT A (AxEO &I OCEO 1T OAO %OOEIT C30O ."! OECI
Governors awarded Ervingo the Bucks, but Erving remained with the Hawks and played in
Ox1 AQGEEAEOETT GCAIAO ACAET OO OEA 1 "180 +AT1 0C

' 01 AT OAG O 1 AxUA adt sBitGdaidd Rehredy Ald thd NBAEKennedy then
fined the Hawks $5Q000 for illegally using Erving in the two exhibition games.

FederalDistrict Court Judge Edward AAEAO OAEAAOAA %OOET ¢80 Al
and on October 19 Erving and Foreman announced that, despite an-gaing appeal, Erving
wouldretunto OEA 3 NOEOAO OEA T A@O TECEO ACAET 0O OE/
AEOOO &I 00 CAi Ab0Gs 4EAU AEAT 80 EAOA O1 xAEO
Circuit Court of Appealssided with Foreman;Erving was declared the property of the Sgues
AT A EAA OF OOAIEO OI AOAEOOAOQOEIT 1T OAO EEO Al
OAEA8 O)1 AEEAAOh EA 110068 "0O0 EA xAO A 1Al
his case went to arbitration. The ofthe-court stuff never bothered him. He was classy in
AOGAOU xAU8O

The arbitration case stretched into the summer of 1972, and when Bob Woolf testified
OEAO EAh 110 30A0A 101711 Ah EAA TACIi OEAOGAA %O

]
/
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Foremanhad won, butdesperate for cashhe traded Erving to the Nets on August 1. Roy Boe
ACOAAA O CEOA &1 OAI AT Ap T EITEIT BIOO 'AlC
desirable player and Willie Sojourner. Boe then gave Erving a new fiyear, $2 milion

contract, and gaveOEA (AxEO OEA Acuvnhnnn OEAU 1T AAAAA (
Meanwhile, it took nearly three years to settle the dispute between thélawks and the Bucks

On June 5, 1975, thaIBA Board of Governors and newici i EOOET 1T AO , AOOU / &'
the Hawks to trade two 1976 secondround picks to the Bucks, and pay $400,000 in fines
Acuvomnmhnnn O OEA 1 AACOA AT A Apuvunhmnnm O OEA
rights, but a year later, as part of the NBABA merger, those rights transferred to the His.

As more underclassmen were signed by the ABA, it was natural that signing a high school
player would be the next stepln 1974, tt A 5 OAE 3 0A00 AOAEOAA -1
center from Petersburg, Virginia Four months later, after extensive lobbyig efforts by
assistant coach Larry Creger, the Stars signed afbne to a $3 million contact on the same
week that he was scheduled to begin classes at the University of Maryland, and two days
before the September 1 deadline established by the ABA to signaftees. Hd the deadline
passed, the Stars would have been unable to sign Malone until after his freshman season in
AT 11 ACA8 - Al T 1 Adelk efeRofping @Apkintd, 26 reBodndi€nd 12 blocks
a gameg, but many wondered if a skinny 19year-old could play professional basketball.
Malone respondedby averagingl18 points and 14 reboundsas a rookie, but then broke his
right foot during training camp the following October. Before he could recover, th&tars
folded, and Malonewas sold to the Spiris of St. Louis on December 2.

Meanwhile, the war between the NBA and ABBad reached a new level of insanity. The
"1 xAO AT 1 OET AAA OEAO OE Awnhich had bEeh ffed By/th@ ABRO 2 T /
Players Association to block a merger of the twieagues,would be settled s@mn and that a
merger would follow. It was expected that the settlement would include the legalization of
AOAEOGET ¢ O1 AAOAT AOGOGI AT 8 31 ET S$AAAT ARAO pwyxvul
AOAZEOO6 A1 O OEA B plafingAnAnd ABAKHG Beid Aot yetbéeh drafted
by the NBA. The draft was originally scheduled for December 9, but was delay@ten the
ABA Players Association filed a request for a temporary injunctiod EA 1 "1 01 8O0 OA(
was that the draft wouldfurther destabilize the ABA by providing an incentive to th&rafted
players to switch leagues, and that those playersleserved to be free agents if a nmger
agreement excluded their particular teamBut a Manhattan Federal Court judge eventually
sided with the NBA, and the draft was heldroDecember 30 Each NBA team that selected a
player would be required to surrender a draft pick in the corresponding round in the
upcoming college draft.
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1975 NBA Supplemental Draft

Round Player ABA Team Drafted by NBA Team
1 Moses Malone St. Louis New Orleans
1 Mark Olberding San Antonio Los Angeles
2 Mel Bennett Virginia Philadelphia
3 Skip Wise San Antonio Golden State
4 Charlie Jordan Indiana Buffalo

The New Orleans Jazz selected Malone, surrendering thersfiround pick in the 1977 college
draft, since they had already traded their 1976 firstrounder to Phoenix in a deal for Neal
Walk back in September7 EOE OEA U1 01 ¢ OOAO OOEI 1T ET EOOAL
began to negotiate with the Jazz, butybearly January those talks ended unsuccessfully.

Meanwhile,Malonereturned to the Spirits andhad a solid season for St. Louis as the ABA
staggered towards a mergerwith the NBA after the Oscar Robertson suit was settled in
February 1976. Four months later, the merger became official during meetings in Hyannis,
Massachusetts. While fouABAteams were accepted into the NBA, players frotihe rejected
franchises in St. Louis, Virginiand Kentucky were dumped into a dispersal draft. The NBA
teams would draft in the sane order as in the college draft, andBA players with guaranteed
contracts would still get paid, either by their new NBA team, or by their former ABA clubs.
But the Jazz had drafted Malone in the supplemental draft, and were still attempting sign
EEi 8 O) & xA AAT AITT A O A Ai11AO ZEZECOOA OI CA
-1 OAO6ho 3EATATT "AUAETAE T &£ OEA *AUU OAEA8 O
DIl AUAOO AAZEI OA OEA AOA £0 adruptipedded thosd négoratierisi A O
a few days later by saying that Malonevas already in the dispersal draft pool as a result of
the merger agreement and restored the draft choice that the Jazz had surrendered

The NBA then assigned price tags to thep playersin the draft pool, such as Malone
($350,000) and Artis Gilmore ($1.1 million), to raise money for the league, partly to pay off
the owners of the former Kentucky Colonels and Spiritsf St. Louis who had been shout of
the merger. Gilmore wentfirst, to the Bulls, folloved by Maurice Lucas, Ron Boonand
Marvin Barnes. Malone was selected fifth by the Portland Trail Blazers, but thi&azers
already had Bill Walton and éhandful of other talented inside playersjncluding Lucas, who
Portland had selected using a pick obtained from Atlanta for Geoff Petrie and Steve Hawes.
Therefore, they were willing to tradeMalone; asBlazers eecutive Harry Glickman told Barry

McDermott of Sports lllustratedET | OCOOOh O7A20A 1T PAT wel O A
xAOAT 2006806 $O0OET C OOAETET C AAi D OEAO AATT "1 Al
xT O1TA 11T 0 EFEO EI Qe at@isicknmadidalt inOto Bufielo foEtheE 1978

first-round pick and $232,000 in cashPortland went on to win the NBA title that year, led by
Walton and Lucas,but their return from the trade was suspect from the beginning; six days
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after acquiring him, the Braves sent Malone to the Houston Rockets twro first round picks,
one in 1977 and one in 1978.

Trading of first-round picks used to be rare The practice was originally against NBA rules,
and just three picks were traded from1950 through 1969. From 1970 throughl976, the
usageof picksin tradesaccelerated and twentyseven of them weredealt. Now, after theNBA-
ABA merger, firstround picks became active commodities; in 1978&lone sixteen of the
twenty -two picks changed hands, in twentythree different transactions.

Year Selections Traded Transactions
1977 22 11 16
1978 22 16 23
1979 22 15 21
1980 23 11 16
1981 23 11 17

This spike was partly due to a side effect ofhe settlementof the Robertson suit The option
clause was now deadteams no longer had an automatic ongear option on a player after his
contract expired) and limited free agency was instuted, but there was a big catchin order

to get the merger deal done, NBA Players Association head Jefllvs allowed the owners a
four-year period where teams would be compensated if they lost a free agent. The
compensation could be negotiated betweethe two teams or decided by the commissioner.
Suddenly draft picks became important bargaining chips for free agents; thirteeof the
selections traded from 1977 through1980 were part of free agent compensation deals.

Four of those picks were exchangeds part of a fateful trade between the New Orleans
Jazz and the Los Angeles Lakers in the summer of 1976. On July 19 the Jazz signed veteran
Gail Goodrich from the Lakers. New Orleans, about to enter just their third year of existence,
was improving on the basketball court (3844 in 1975-76) but still suffering financially,
despite having the sixthbest attendance in the leagueTherefore, the Jazz refused to include
any cash as compensation. Instead, they sethieir 1977 and 1979 first-round picks and a
1980 second rounder tothe Lakers; Los Angeles threw in a 1977 secondound pick and
agreed to swap first rounders in 1978. Incredibly, the Lakers then offered the picks back to
the Jazz for SidneyVicks, which Utah declined to acceptMost of the selectios ended up
being forgettable, but two wouldhelp change basketball history.

he NBA was continuing to tweak their draft rules. For years, the league had permitted the

drafting of players who were completing their junior year if their original college clas
was graduating; for example, the Minneapolis Lakers took future Cal$ Hallof-Famer Sam
Jones in 1956 on that basis. But if the player went back to school, the team lost his rights,
which is what happened with JonegBoston would then select him in 1%7).
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In 1976, as part of the settlement of the Robertson suite rule was changed. A team that
AOA £0A A -AA ECdsNd shioO xT OEA DI AUAOGO OECEOO O OE
even if the player went back and played another year of cofie ball. In Boston, Red Aubach
and Jan Volk knew the ruleand knew who they wanted to selectLarry Bird, a junior at
Indiana State. The Celtics were suffering througone of their worst seasons ofuerbachd O
tenure in Boston just two years after winnng their thirteenth championship. But in January,
Auerbach pulled off a deal that significantly impacted the future of the franchise. Unhappy
with Charlie Scott, Red shipped him off to the Lakers for Kermit Washington (recently
suspended for nearly kiling( T 0001 1860 20AU 411 EATT OEAE xEOE
during an on-court brawl), former Celtic Don Chaney, and the 1978 firstound pick that Los
Angeles had acquired from the Jazz. When the season ended, the Celtics held both the sixth
(their own) and eighth picks in the first round.

Bird was determined to return to Indiana State for his senior season and obtain a degree.
Head coacltlick Leonard of the Indiana Pacersvho owned the first pick in the draft, did his
best to change Bird O | E 1 AshunsBo@eBsfulx The Pacethen dealt ther pick the day
before the draftto the Portland Trail Blazers for the third selection (acquired in the Malone
trade) and guard Johnny Davis. Portland general manag8tu Inman had already failed to
convince Bird © leave school early, and the Trail Blazers, who had failed to repeat as
champions in 197778 when Bill Walton played just 58 games due to foot injuries, were
looking for immediate help. Portland also had the seventpick as a result of a trade with the
SuyoerSonics back in November that sent Wally Walker to Seattle in exchange for the Detroit
Pistons first-round pick. The Blazers were prepared to use their later selection to take Bird.
O4EA 1T OECET Al OET OCE O Bbgivh Gldb&epdntaéd *0AMIO A 1- EA UIhA @
get the better available player at six and go for Larry at eight. But we began to get a real strong
AAAT ET ¢ OEAO 01 001 ATA x1 01 A OAEA "EOA xEOE (
picks came off the board, selected Bird, artdok exactly one year to sign him. Even before the
protracted negotiations with his agent, Bob Woolfwere completedon June 8, 1979the NBA
changed the junioreligible rule again, effective for the 1980 draft, such that a player had to
renounce his collge eligibility in order to be eligible to selected irthe draft.

Seventeen days after Bird signed with the Celtics, the Lakers used one of the other picks
they obtained from the Jazz to select Magic Johnson, who had left Michigan State after his
sophomoreyear. Magic made his decision to leave college after speaking with several people,
including Julius Erving, and there was little to no controversy about the selection or his
OEAOAOEEDPOG OOAOOO8 *AOOU 7A00 AT A 1 gEideyd EI
Moncrief, but incoming Lakers owner Dr. Jerry Buss wanted the Spartan playmaker who
could make fantastic passes while flashing an electric smile, a player who was described in
Sports llustratedOEAO A£AT 1 AO EAOET ¢ ATyasdA dOA AAEARN RAE ACHK
The Lakers,who had won the number one pick in a coin flip with the Chicago Bulls, signed



Agents of Change 27

Magic to a contract in May and then officially selected him in the draft. Magic joined Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar (formerly Lew Alcindor) in LosAngeles, as the former Bucks star had forced a

trade in 1975 by declaring that he no longer wanted to live in Milwaukeea maneuver that
wasOAT ET EOAAT O T &£ 7E1 0 #EAI AAOI AET 80O OEI EI AO ¢

As the free agency rules were loosendd £E OO0 ET pwygmn O A OUOOAI
that allowed a team to match an offer instead of beg awarded compensation, it was
inevitable that a superstar would cash in. In 1982 Philadelphia 76emvner Harold Katz and

general manager Pat Wiliams worked out a sixyear, $13.2 million contract with reigning

MVP Moses Malone. Malone had won that award as a member of the Houston Rockets, who
had reached the NBA Finals in 1981 but then lost in the first round of the 1982 playoffs. Still,

the Rockds planned to match the 76ers offerbut were prepared to negotiate a trade in
exchange for not exercising their first refusal rights. While this sort of negotiation had been
OUPEAAI AOOET C OEA OZAOAA ACAT O Al | BehisafAOET T 6
amount of money involved and the caliber of the player. Three days before the September 18
deadline to match the offer, the Rockets agreed to trade Malone to the 76ers for Caldwell
Jones and a 1983 firstound pick that originally belonged tothe Cleveland Cavaliers. Malone

then played a major role in the 76ers first championship season since 1967, winning both the

MVP and Finals MVP awards, defying critics who claimed that Malone and Ervamg the rest

of the 76ers could notlearn to play together.



Part Two

The League

&







Chapter Three

The 80s Era In Review

a discussion of some of the major issues and incidents that helped shapéstheriod.

&1 O AAAE OAAOGI T h Ox1 OUBPAO T £ AEAOOO AOA ¢
gameby-game throughout the season in terms of how many games above (or below) .500 the
team was after each game, while the second provides a sparkline repeesation ofthe OA A1 8 O
win-loss record, with the height of each bar showing whether the game was at home (taller)
or on the road (shorter). The former illustrates the relative position of the teams throughout
the season, while the latter is useful for visalizing winning and losing streaks bya specific
team. There are separate charts for each division, which helps organize the data and makes
it easier to follow division races. The dominant (norwhite) team jersey color for the
corresponding season is usethroughout the charts to provide additional context.

In between the yearly charts, additional topics are explored. Some of the pieces are long
essays that include their own charts and tables, while others are much shorter. Each of these
topics is specifially linked to the season being discussed, though in many cases, especially in
the longer pieces, the topic is relevant to the entire 80s Era.

The purpose of this chapter igo provide an overview of each season of the 80s Era and
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1979-80 At a Glance

1979 -80 Atlantic Division

Boston +40
Philadelphia +36

Washington -4
New York -4

New Jersey-14

Boston 6121 e e e e
Philadelphia  59-23 e e e e e gt e, e e
Washington 39-43  mfata it e ™ e e e

New York  39-43 o™ ™™ ™ o ™ o e ™

New Jersey  34-48 ommnylsny™ ™ n oy o™y ™ oo™ ™ e s

21-5 3-18

Philadelphia 76ers record in games Golden State Warriors record in games
settled by four points or less (the best settled by four points or less (the worst
winning percentage of 80s Era for ateam winning percentage of 80s Era, regardless
with 20 or more such games in a season) of the number of such games in a season)

Oval Office T eam:  Kermit Washington, Alvan Adams Earl Monroe, Phil Jackson,
Terry Tyler, Brian Taylor
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1979 -80 Central Division

Atlanta
Houston
San Antonio

Cleveland
Detroit

Atlanta +18

SanAntonio 0
g Houston O

Cleveland -8

Detroit -50

50-32  Sugelieg e B el e 8 e o o Y
A14] el S L LN e A
A1-41 At R e Rt k8L,

37-45 e gt ™ e ey g, Y
16-66 il g g g ey g oy ey m——

Off the Court

October
November

December
February
March -
May

April

Pirates rally from 3 -1 deficit to defeat Orioles in World Series

90 hostages are seized at the US Embassy in TehranNightline debuts
on ABC television to cover the events

Star Trek: The Motion Picture premieres; USSR invades Afghanistan
US Olympic Hockey Team wins Gold at Lake Placid

Ronald Reagan wraps up Republican nomination for President, winning
15 of 19 primaries, def eating challengers George Bush and John
Anderson

US announces boycott of Summer Olympics in USSR (see December)
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1979 -80 Midwest Division

Milwaukee +16
Kansas City +12

Denver -22
Chicago-22

Utah -34

Milwaukee — 49-33 e ™ g™ oy o e e
Kansas City  47-35 1y e ey e e e ™ ™™ s
Denver 30-52 et e e e e e e
Chicago 30-52 g e ™ ey
Utah 24-58  mus ey ey g™ ™ e ey ey

Home Improvement

On June 4, 1979, a one-acre section of the roof of the Kemper Arena collapsed during a

storm that dropped three inches of rain in less than an hour and brought 70 MPH winds

that blew windows out of some nearby buildings. The facility had opened in November

1974 to replace the smaller Kansas City Municipal Auditorium as the home of the Kings,

and the teamds owhers suggested that returni
repaired could cost them up to $500,000 in lost ticket sales and concessions. But on

June 29 the team turned down an offer from a Minneapolis -based group to buy the Kings

and agreed to play in the Auditorium to start the 1979 -80 season. The Kings returned to

Kemper on February 20, 1980.
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1979 -80 Pacific Division

Los Angeles +38

Seattle +30
Phoenix +28

Portland -6
San Diego-12

LoS Angeles  60-22 g e e e e gt e it
Seattle 56-26 g e e e
Phoenix DD 2T g e s g e, s
Portiand 38-44 e ™ g e s
San Diego  35-47  ffuuy ™ e s ™ ™

o e e o e

Opening Tip:  Larry Bird, Bill Cartwright, Magic Johnson, Sidney Moncrief, Salt
Lake City (as an NBA city), and the three -point shot (in the NBA)

Final Buzzer:  Rick Barry, Dave Cowens, Wat Frazier, Phil Jackson, and Pete

Maravich
21,765 21,972
Seattle SuperSonicsaverage home Average attendance for Cavaliers, Jazz
attendance (new league record) and Nets combined (three weakest

drawing teams)
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Three -Point Range

he 80s Era saw thentroduction of the three-point shot to the NBA. The American

Basketball League (ABL) had used the sh&t OOET ¢ OEA 1| A-Agéhkd O AO|

existence from 1961 to 1962, and to good effect. Of all the field goals attempted during regular

seasonABLga AOh w8xtpb xAOA OEOAAOh AO A OOAAAOO O

overall shooting percentage on twepointers was .428, meaning that the thregoint shot was
arguably more efficient (.904 points per threepoint attempt vs. .856 points for twog.

ABL 1961-1962 Regular Season Totals

Season FGM FGA FG%| 3FGM | 3FGA | 3FG%| 3/FGA

1961-62 | 22792 | 54473 418 1417 | 4664 .304 | 8.56%
1962 6012 | 14633 411 403 1379 292 | 9.42%

TOTALS | 26984 | 63063 417 1820 | 6043 301 | 8.74%

41TTU0 *AAEOT T h A @EdewsYor®Tapets@rid Ehicago M&)Es, 1€d Ehe league
in most three-pointers made (182) and attempted (527). Over thirtysix percent of his
attempted field goals were from threepoint range, for good reason: he made them at a .345
clip, just 45 points lowerthan his two-point shooting percentage. Jackson led the Majors in
scoring in his first season, then lost out to teammate Kelly Coleman the following year when
the latter decided to shoot nearly as many threes as Jackson did. Barred from the NBA due to
his involvement in a point shaving scandal while earning Al | AOEAAT EIT 11T 00
University, Jackson would later play two seasons in the American Basketball Association
(ABA) and continued to frequently hoist up threes, though at a reduced rate (twéy-five
percent of his shots) and with less accuracy (.275).
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The ABA adopted the thregooint shot at its inception in 1967, but used it less frequently
then their free-wheeling forerunners, topping out at 6.53% of all field goals attempted. The
I OA OEI A Oi
of anything that would remind fans of their erstwhile competitors from the ABA, but after
experimenting with the shot in the 197879 preseason, the NBA adopted the rule fahe

NBA tookA O A1

1979-y 1 OAAOI T h

AT A ¢ccé

ET

x AOI

AT A AOAT A

Op Ol

80s Era, while the ABA had only half that many teams at its peak.

ABA 1968-1976 Regular Season Team Averages

I xT AOO AACAI
OEA AT O1 A0O8 anitldusdyd ok thekti@eephit Ehbtx
note that these numbers reflect team averages, since the NBA ha&i& 23 teams during the

LL LL
Season FGM| FGA| FG%| 3FGM| 3FGA | 3FG%| 3/FGA | 3FG% 3/FGA
1967-68 3177 | 7558 | .420 111 390 | .285 | 5.16%  .308 | 10.49%
1968-69 3321 | 7610| .436 138 460 | .299 | 6.04% | .353 | 12.45%
1969-70 3617 | 8131 | .445 155 531| .291 | 6.53% .358 | 11.02%
197071 3824 | 8404 | .455 154 516 | .299 | 6.14% | .344 | 12.48%
1971-72 3690 | 8009 | .461 131 442 | 297 | 552%| .356  9.61%
1972-73 3610 | 7675| .470 91 316 | .289 | 4.12%| .330 | 6.93%
197374 3606 | 7839 | .460 100 351 | .283 | 4.48% .329 | 8.34%
197475 3713 | 7851 .473 91 311| .293 | 3.96%  .356 | 8.58%
197576 3062 | 6577 | .466 78 266 | .295 | 4.04%  .335 | 9.04%

NBA 1980-1988 Regular Season Team Averages

LL LL
Season FGM| FGA| FG%| 3FGM| 3FGA | 3FG%| 3/FGA | 3FG% 3/FGA
1979-80 3579 | 7433 | .481 64 227 | .280 | 3.05% .384 | 7.25%
1980-81 3523 | 7251 | .486 41 166 | .245 | 2.29%| .324 | 5.59%
1981-82 3554 | 7236 | .491 49 187 | .262 | 2.58%| .326 | 4.76%
1982-83 3569 | 7352 | .485 44 185 | .238 | 2.52%| .305 | 4.20%
1983-84 3566 | 7245| .492 49 195 | .250 | 2.69% | .319 | 4.38%
1984-85 3588 | 7306 | .491 73 257 | .282 | 352%| .356 | 6.09%
1985-86 3542 | 7268 | .487 77 274 | 282 | 3.77%| .351 | 6.15%
1986-87 3497 | 7281 | .480 117 388 | .301 | 533% .367 | 8.86%
1987-88 3455 | 7193 | .480 130 410 | .316 | 5.70% | .384 | 10.21%

OEA OEI 080

AOAxET C

OEI

The ABA used the shot less often as the years went on, and shooting percentages remained

flat. In the NBA, overall threepoint shooting percentages went up considerably as the 80s
Era proceeded (198788 is included above to provide a ninth year for constency with the
ABA table) but it took until the 1987-88 season for a team, the Celtics, featuring Danny Ainge
and Larry Bird, who both placed in the top four in attempts, to shoot ten percent of their field

f
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goals from beyond the arc. One reason was thdite players in the NBA during this period had
not used the threepoint shot in college or high school; the NCAA began experimenting with
the shot in the 198081 season, allowing the Southern Conference to use it, but did not adopt
it universally until 1986, and even then, theirthreebT ET O 1 ET A xAO 11T AAOAA
basket. American high schools adopted the same distance a year later. The NBA also
employed few former ABA players experienced with using the shot under game conditions.
Of the 49 formerABA players still in the NBA in the 19780 season, only 15 had made ten or
more threes during their ABA careers, and just 10 of those players were proficient enough to
make ten or more in the NBA. As a result, only three @BA players would ever finishm the
top five in NBA threepoint shooting: John Roche (4) and Brian Taylor (5) in 19780; Taylor
(1) again in 1980-81; and Don Buse (5) in 198182.

It was true that three-pointers were used more frequently n the playoffs, but not by
much; the percentage of threepointers taken was usually within 1 percent of the regular
season mark:

80s Era Team Averages

Regular Season Playoffs
Season | 3FGM | 3FGA | 3FG% | 3/[FGA | 3FGM | 3FGA | 3FG%| 3/FGA
1979-80 64 227 .280 | 3.05% 8 29 .256 4.11%
1980-81 41 166 .245 | 2.29% 4 19 .220 2.55%
1981-82 49 187 .262 | 2.58% 4 18 .239 2.59%
1982-83 44 185 .238 | 2.52% 5 19 .252 2.94%
1983-84 49 195 .250 | 2.69% 10 35 .279 4.12%
1984-85 73 257 .282 | 3.52% 10 35 273 4.55%
1985-86 77 274 282 | 3.77% 12 37 319 4.92%
1986-87 117 388 .301 | 5.33% 15 49 .307 6.38%

Three-point proficiency was hardly a predictor of championship success during the first half
of the 80s Era. Not only did the 1982 Los Angeles Lakers finish last in the league in three
point attempts and percentage, but their .138 parentage still stands as the thireworst in
league history, behind only the 1981 Hawks (.122) and the 1983 Lakers, who reached the
Finals while shooting a paltry .104 from behind the arc and nearly made more threes in the
playoffs (7) than they did in the entire regular season (10). It is easy to understand why Los
Angeles initially shunned the three: why shoot threepointers when the Lakers fast break
offense was so effective at creating layups and easy midrange jumpers?

But in 1983-84 their philosophy chAT CAA 8 Qi detesteg twatioreeD 1 ET O OET O
EAAA AT AAE 0 A OO first dotibnsiwdr©td 6 toKArEek gAbddabbar)and
James (Worthy) down low we never looked for the three. ButCoop and Byron (Scott) and
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80s Era Three -Point Shot usage by Championship Teams

Regular Season Playoffs

Season | Champ | 3FGM | 3FGA | 3FG% | Rank | 3/FGA | Rank | 3FGM | 3FGA | 3FG%| 3/FGA

1979-80 | Lakers 20 100 | .200 19 | 1.36% 21 3 18 | .167 | 1.22%
1980-81 | Celtics 65 241 | .270 7 3.39% 2 10 45 | 222 | 3.09%
1981-82 | Lakers 13 94 | .138 23| 1.24% 23 2 12 | .167 | 0.94%
1982-83 | 76ers 25 109 | .229 14 | 151% 22 1 10 | .100 | 0.91%
1983-84 | Celtics 55 229 | .240 13 | 3.17% 8 21 62 | .339 | 3.08%
1984-85 | Lakers 90 295 | .305 8| 4.07% 8 29 78 | .372 | 4.44%
198586 | Celtics 138 393 | .351 1| 537% 5 45 115 391 | 7.37%
1986-87 | Lakers 164 447 | .367 1| 6.17% 6 43 119 | .361 | 7.70%

Magic (Johnson) started practicing on their own. They'd shoot thregointers for something
like a dollar in practice. They did it for 15 minutes a day, then thestarted dropping them in

C Al Am@esLakers had made just 60 thregointers over the first four seasons of the three
pointer, but hit 58 in1983-84, including 38 by Michael Cooper alone. His 121 attempts were
more than any Lakersteam had ever tried during a season. To grasp just how sidy the
Lakers adopted the shot, consider this: in the 19780 season the San Diego Clippers made a
leaguehigh 177 three-pointers; it took the Lakers until February 26, 1985, when Cooper
made a threepointer in a game against the Rockets, for the Lakers accumulate 177 regular
season threepointers in their history. The presence of the thregoint adverse Lakers (and
76ers) in the Finals created some statistics that would be unbelievable today. From 1980
through 1983 just fifteen three-pointers were made in the Finals, a span of twentytwo
games. By the end of the 80s Era the Lakers and Celtics would combine for thirty successful
three-pointers in the 1987 Finals alone, but even that pales in comparison with the 2013
Finals (which concluded a season in whh over 24 percent of field goal attempts were from
behind the arc), wherethe Heat and Spurs combined to makene hundred twentyfive.

It is undeniably true that the 198283 season was the nadir for the thregooint shot. Only
four players made the 25 sbts required to qualify for the league lead, and only four others
made more than 20. It was the worst season for average thrgmint shooting percentage, and
not coincidentally, the worst for percentage of threepoint attempts, during the 80s Era.
Missed hree-pointers frequently translated into long rebounds that led to fast breaks for the
other team, so they needed to be used with care. The Spurs led the league in every three
point-related category that year, making 94 of 308 as Mike Dunleavy shot a leaguest 67
for 194 (.345, the worstever leading mark) while his teammates were barely making 24
percent of their attempts. San Antonio won 53 games, lost to Los Angeles in the Western
Conference Finalg during which Dunleavy made 4 of the Spurs 12 threes vile the Lakers
hit just 3 as a team and let Dunleavy leave after the season as a free agent. The next year,
the Spurs still finished in the top five in all threepoint categories, but collapsed to 37 wins. It
was hardly a ringing endorsement of the thregooint shot.
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However, leaguewide three-point shooting percentages continued to climb, and when
the Celtics and Lakers, especially Larry Bird, turned the thregointer into a psychological
weapon, the shot gained more acceptance around the league. Bird latsrote in his
autobiography Drive that timing was everything when choosing to take a threeD9 1 08 OA OE
O1 AA OAAIT h UT OG-HDRECDOI RABAAEAEAEOAT OPI A T £ 1
i DAT 8 4EAOGBO0 xEAT ) 11 OA usdifyolntakelitfou Erephdéstrd E ET C
A OAAIT A0 TeRBAackbdwEdged 8t growing popularity by including a three
point shooting contest as part of the 1986 AlStar Weekend festivities. By 1987, even the
formerly skeptical Pat Riley was convid AA T £ OEA OET 060 OAI OANn A4
NBA record with sixthreeBD T ET OAOO ET ' AT A ¢ 1T £ OEA Ithink! &EIT
it® the secondbiggest psychological advantage after the offensive rebounc in the gameod

80s Era .400+ Thr ee-Point Shooting Percentage

1987 Kiki Vanderweghe
1987 Detlef Schrempf
1986 Craig Hodges
1986 Trent Tucker
1987 Danny Ainge
1980 Fred Brown
1982 Cazzie Russell
1987 Byron Scott
1985 Byron Scott
1985 Larry Bird
1980 Chris Ford
1986 Ernie Grunfeld
1982 Andrew Toney
1986 Larry Bird
1987 Trent Tucker
1986 World Free
1987 Kevin McKenna
1986 Kyle Macy
1985 Brad Davis
1980 Larry Bird
1985 Trent Tucker
1987 Larry Bird

.390 410 430 450 A70 490
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1980-81 At a Glance

1980-81 Atlantic Division

Boston +42
Philadelphia +42

New York +18

Washington -4

New Jersey-34

Boston 62-20  Uaaym S il ek o e 0
Philadelphia  62-20 e e e e e e
New York 50-32 e i e e
Washington 39-43 e oy e e ey

New Jersey 24-58 ™ g mes"s" syeye” seprememeys oy gy g o e

32-2 4-32

Philadelphiad& record from 10/15/1980 The record of the expansion Dallas
through 12/26/1980, wh ich included a 12 Mavericks during the same time period
game winning streak and a pair of 10

game streaks

Feathered Friends T eam: Larry Bird, Otis Birdsong, Tree Rollins, Rory Sparrow



1980-81 Central Division

Milwaukee
Chicago

Atlanta
Cleveland
Detroit

The 80s Era in Review

Milwaukee +38

< Chicago +8

Atlanta -20
Cleveland -26

Detroit -40

60-22 e e
45-37 oy ™y ™ g

31-51 ™ e e e ™ e
28-54 o ™ g e e g™ ™ e
21-61 — T I S LS

Best of the Rest
The Bucks became the only team during the 80s Era to fail to reach the Conference
Finals after winning 60 games in the regular season, losing to the 6 2-win 76ers in the
semifinals. Seven other teams with 55 or more wins would also fall short:

41

1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1984-85
1986-87
1986-87

Phoenix Suns
Phoenix Suns
Milwaukee Bucks
Boston Celtics
Milwaukee Bucks
Atlanta Hawks
Dallas Mavericks

55-27
57-25
55-27
56-26
59-23
57-25
55-27

Lost to Los Angeles (60 wins) in semifinals
Lost to Kansas City (40) in semifinals

Lost to Philadelphia (58) in semifinals

Lost to Milwaukee (51) in semifinals

Lost to Philadelphia (58) in semifinals

Lost to Detroit (52) in semifinals

Lost to Seattle (39) in first round
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1980-81 Midwest Division

San Antonio +22

Kansas City-2
Houston -2

Denver -8

Utah -26

Dallas -52

San Antonio  52-30 e e
Kansas City 40-42 Mo ogs™ o™ s ™" ™ ™ e

Houston 40-42 w e e

Denver 37-45 e e e gy g g
Utah 28-54 Ny g o ey ™ e g oy ey s
Dallas R G L e e e

Off the Court

November | Ronald Reagan defeats incumbent President Jimmy Carter

December | John Lennon murdered in New York City

January Lech Walesa visits Pope John Paul Il at the Vatican; Iran Hostage Crisis
ends with release of all 52 remaining hostages after Reagan takes oath

of office
March Reagan shot by John Hinckley in asassination attempt
April First launch of US Space Shuttle program (Columbia)

May Pope John Paul Il nearly assassinated in St. Peteits Square
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1980 -81 Pacific Division

Phoenix +32

Los Angeles +26

Portland +8

San Diego-10
Seatle -14

Phoenix 57-25
Los Angeles 54-28
Portland 45-37

San Diego  36-46 mm"m sy o™ g™ ™ e
Seattle 34-48 pipm e e e e ™ e

Opening Tip:  Bill Laimbeer, Kevin McHale, Andrew Toney, and the Dallas
Mavericks

Final Buzzer:  Henry Bibby, Doug Collins, Gar Heard, Wes Unseld, and the Nuggets
OMaxi e the Minerdéd | ogo

14-5

Lakers record on November 18 when Lakers record on February 27 when Magic
Magic Johnsonsuffers knee injury versus returns to play against the Nets (29 -17 in
Kings his absence)
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80s Era Demographics

he NBA of the 80s Era was still a mostly American game, with relatively few International
players compared with the 23t century NBA.

Percentage of American -born Players

80s Era 96.6% 1960 100%

However, the demographics of the NBA had changed quite a bit since the 186Qvhen the
majority of players came from the Northeast and Midwestern United States. Byet80s Era
there had been a surge of players from California, which had moved from sixth place to first
as a producer of NBA players, and a rise in the number of the players from the Southeastern
United States, reflecting increased integration and generabpulation shifts.

Percentage of NBA Players by Native State

1960

>= 15% Blue

>= 10% Red

>= 5% Black

>= 3% Dark Gray
> 0% Light Gray
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80s Era

>= 15% Blue
>=10% Red

>= 5% Black

>= 3% Dark Gray
> 0% Light Gray

2012

>= 15% Blue

>= 10% Red

>= 5% Black

>= 3% Dark Gray
> 0% Light Gray

As the table below shows, lllinois has been a remarkably consistent producer of NBA talent,
while New York has seen its influence drop as the influx of talent from California, Xas and
Florida has risen.
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Top 5 Native States for NBA Players

Rank | 1960 % | 80s Era % | 2012 %
1 New York 18.2 | California 11.2 | California 15.7
2 Pennsylvania | 12.1 | New York 10.3 | New York 7.7
3 Ohio 11.1 | llinois 7.4 | Texas 7.7
4 Kentucky 8.1 | Pennsylvania | 5.6 | lllinois 7.2
5 lllinois 7.1 | Michigan 4.5 | Florida 4.9

more significant change between 1960 and the 80s Era was the racial composition of the

league, which had undergone nearly a 180 degree reversal in a generation. A milestone
in that transition occurred just as the 80s Era was getting underway, when the New York
Knicks and Detroit Pistons met at the Pontiac Silverdome on October 18, 1979. Neither team
had a white player on their roster, the first time that had ever happened in NBA histor¥he
Pistons later traded Bob Lanier for Kent Benson in February and signed Steve Malovic in
March, but the Knicks roster would remain alblack for two seasons. No other team during
the 80s Era would do the same.

Racial Composition of the NBA

Year Black % | White %
1960 24.24 75.76
1980-87 72.75 27.25
2012 80.88 18.70

One of the ongoing topics of conversation in the 80s Era centered on the Boston Cefiise
of white players in a much greater proportion than the rest of the league. Statistics certainly
back up this contention. An examination of the years 1980 through 1987 shows that, on
average, white players played 20 to 26 percent of the total minutes each season.

Season | % of Minutes
(Whites)
1979-80 25.11
1980-81 26.09
1981-82 24.70
1982-83 23.75
1983-84 22.63
1984-85 21.46
1985-86 21.72
1986-87 20.89
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The Celtics average for these eight seasons was 51.49%, much higher than the league average,
and fifteen points higher than the Dallas Mavericks, who come in second. In fact, the Celtics
low water mark for the percentage of minutes played by whites, 39.45% in 19823, would

have represented thehigh water mark for sixteen other NBA teams. In contrast, the Lakers
and 76ers both used white players much less frequently.

Note: Blue bars illustrate t he spread between the maximum and minimum % ofa team®@ minutes played by
white 70%
60%
50% ‘ i
H | \ Hi
¢
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10%
'_
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o

0%

HOU = maa

a0 =W gz N Q0O 1 1mn>=o0cr
= L O < i < < = T
<8UODD Z",’ﬁ’iEZZD-EQ_ U'):);
[Oa]
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players in a single season during the 80s Era Black dot indicates team average for the eight seasons.

Boston also claims four of the top nine spots in a table of individuadams in the 80s Era with
the highest percentage of minutes played by white players:

Season Team % of Minutes
1985-86 | Boston Celtics 68.92
1986-87 | Boston Celtics 63.98
1984-85 | Seattle SuperSonics 58.09
1980-81 | Dallas Mavericks 55.60
1979-80 | Phoenix Swns 55.22
1979-80 | Boston Celtics 53.79
1983-84 | Seattle SuperSonics 52.71
1984-85 | Boston Celtics 51.30
1982-83 | Denver Nuggets 50.38

However, these figures need to be placed in the proper context. Under Red Auerb@ch
leadership, the Celtics brokenany barriers that stood against full integration of the NBA: they
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drafted the first black player (Chuck Cooper in 1950), fielded the first alblack starting five
(in December 1964), and hired the first black coach (Bill Russell in 1966). The Celtics were
alsocoached by K.C. Jones for the latter half of the 80s Era (coincidentally, the 1984 and 1985
SuperSonics werecoached by Lenny Wilkens), and fivefaheir seven first-round selections
during that period were African-Americans While Boston was still overcoring the city®
reputation as being openly hostile to blacks, Auerbach had not shied away from drafting
Cedric Maxwell in 1977, or trading for Robert Parish in 1980, or shipping fan favorite Rick
Robey (who was white) to Phoenix in 1983 for Dennis Johnsowho was viewed as a locker
oiriTi TAITAITOAT O OEAO T ECEO EAOA 001 OAT A OEEOD
EO OOOA OEAO OEA #Al OEAO EAOA EAA A 111¢ EEO
1T x0d ! OAOAAAE AUBAOCPAATN" AAAHDOAUAEKAO OOOOAI
Walter Brown pulled his name out of a hat during an impromptu dispersal draft; John
Havlicek was considered a role player when he was coming out of Ohio State in 1963, but he
was actually a very conscientias player who had accepted a lesser role on an extremely
talented college team; and Dave Cowe@sFlorida State team was on probation in 1970 when
he was selected fourth overall, one pick ahead of fellow center Sam Lacey, who was black, but
had a much lesproductive NBA career. And in 1978, Auerbach was willing to wait a year for
Larry Bird to finish college while five other teams passed on him. Kevin McHale was an
exemption? he was widely heralded as a prospective top choice in 1980but Danny Ainge
fell into the second round a year later because of his baseball contract with the Blue Jays;
Auerbach figured he could talk the kid into playing basketball again.

By the spring of 1985, with Cedric Maxwell sidelined with knee trouble, and Bird, McHale
and Ainge all starting (and soon playing marathon minutes) the Celtics became
predominately a white team. The trade of Maxwell for Bill Walton that summer, an exchange
of damaged goods, tipped the scales further. The 198 Celtics featured Scott Wedman,
Walton andJerry Sichting as their top three bench players, with Rick Carlisle, another white
player, as the fourth. A year later, injuries brought the Celtics roster slightly more in balance,
and if Len Bias would have lived, there would have been an even more dratic shift (aside:
the fact that the utterly nontathletic-looking? and white? Fred Roberts took the spot on the
roster that should have belonged to the dynamic Bias made the lat@®rdeath even more
painful for Celtics fans).

Also, since basketball teamslpy just five players at a time, one starter can make a big
difference from a statistical point of view If you analyze the Celtics rosters again, and, for the
sake of argument consider Larry EOA A0 A OA|efyit-fear aragk pefcéninged E A E (
of minutes played by white players drops to just over 36 percent. This still ranks high, but
would place Boston right in line with Dallas, Denver, Phoenix and Seattle.

The Celtics lack of black players was made even more noticeable by the dearth of white
faces on the benches of their main rivals. Only the Knicks and Warriors played fewer whites



The 80s Era in Review 49

than the Lakers, but Los Angeles had signed Mitch Kupchak in 1981 with the intent of making
him a major piece of their lineup, in spite of considerable cost: the Laige surrendered
forward Jim Chones along with Brad Holland and a first and second round draft pick to the
Bullets as compensation. But Kupchak suffered a significant knee injury after just 26 games
and never played a full season in Los Angeles. Kupcl@hkninutes were filled by a combination
of Bob McAdoo and Kurt Rambis, who became the most significant white contributor on the
team after the departure of Mark Landsberger. The 76ers heavily used Bobby Jones as a sixth
man and an occasional starter, and theafter trading Darryl Dawkins in 1982, acquired Marc
lavaroni to start at power forward on their championship team.

Ultimately, the fact that the Celtics drafted two white Hall of Famers (Bird and McHale)
who grew to be coveted by most of the restof the " !  OET O1T A 11 0 AA OOAA
claim that the team was racist.

Money Ball

Official salary figures are difficult to obtain in the pre -Salary Cap years, and fully
guaranteed contracts were not yet the norm (reportedly, only $1 mil of Cartwright @ six-
year, $2.55 mil contract was guaranteed). Here are a few examples of salaries from the
1981-82 season, which show how the dawn of free agency was distorting the pay scale.

Pos | Player Team Salary ($) | $ per PT+REB+AST
C | Moses Malone Houston 1,050,000 273
C | Kareem Abdul-Jabbar | Los Angeles 1,000,000 370
G | Otis Birdsong New Jersey 1,000,000 1342
F | Julius Erving Philadelphia 900,000 316
C | James Edwards Cleveland 800,000 402
G | David Thompson Denver 800,000 683
G | George Gervin San Antonio 650,000 208
F Larry Bird Boston 600,000 197
C | Marvin Webster New York 600,000 548
C | Artis Gilmore Chicago 500,000 201
G | Magic Johnson Los Angeles 500,000 170
C | Bob Lanier Milwaukee 450,000 281
F | George McGinnis Indiana 450,000 471
F Buck Williams New Jersey 450,000 189
C | Bill Cartwright New York 400,000 259
G | Dennis Johnson Phoenix 400,000 171
F | Adrian Dantley Utah 350,000 106

Note: Newly signed contracts for 1981 -82 in italics.
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1981 -82 at a Glance

1981 -82 Atlantic Division

Boston +44

Philadelphia +34

New Jersey +6
Washington +4

New York -16

Boston 63-10 I e e el e ™y

Philadelphia  58-24 ey e g ey s

New Jersey 44-38 gy ugn ey o™yt e o ™
Washington 43-39 s ™ e
New York — 33-49 o sy ™ e o™ s ™™ ™ e

Streaking
The six longest winning streaks of the 80s Era belonged to the Celtics
and 76ers, who were both adept at stopping each other & streaks:

Team Start End Games | Stopped by
Boston 2/24/1982 | 3/26/1982 18 vs Philadelphia
Philadelphia | 12/21/1982 | 1/21/1983 14 at Milwaukee
Boston 3/11/1986 | 4/4/1986 14 at Philadelphia
Boston 1/4/1981 | 1/28/1981 13 at Chicago
Philadelphia | 12/22/1984 | 1/16/1985 13 at Boston
Boston 1/8/1986 2/5/1986 13 at Sacramento

The Lakers longest winning streak was 11, 3/26/1987 to 4/16/1987.
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1981 -82 Central Division

Milwaukee +28

Atlanta +2
AW:M Detroit -4

Chicago-14

Cleveland -52

Milwaukee — 55-27 e e e ey
Atlanta 42-40 o ™ ™ e e e
Detroit 39-43 M ey

Chicago 34-48 i e ™ ™ e e
Cleveland 15-67 ou ™ ey oy e e " ey

A Change Will Do You Good?

The Cleveland Cavaliers went through four coaches, a single-season record for the 80s
Era, and the Chicago Bulls used three. Neither made the playoffs. Of the nineteen other
teams to switch coaches in mid -season during the 80s Era, just five made the playoffs,
and only two, the 1980 and 1982 L akers, won the title (but they also had Magic and
Kareem on the roster). This practice became less prevalent later in the decade; the
1981-82 season was the third straight year in which four teams switched coaches in mid -
stream, but over the next five year s, just nine teams did the same.

Off-Season Jobs Team:  Jim Brewer, Darwin Cook, Michael Cooper, Julius Erving
(Dr. J), Kevin Porter
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1981 -82 Midwest Division

San Antonio +14
Denver +10
Houston +10

Kansas City-22
Dallas -26

Utah -32

San Antonio  48-34 e e e e e
Denver 46-36 g™ gy ey
Houston 46-36 "™ gy e e
Kansas City 30-52 ™ ™™g oo n™ oy ™ o™y o ™
Dallas 28-54 'y " ™ " ™ "

Utah 25-57 N e e e e e ™

Keeping it Close

For the second straight year, 39% of the Rocketsd games were decided by four points or
less. Just six other teams during the 80s Era played a similar number of close games.

Decided by
Season Team Overall <=4 points W-L Pct
1980-81 Denver 37-45 33 15-18 | .455
1981-82 Houston 46-36 32 20-12 | .625
1980-81 Houston 40-42 32 16-16 | .500
1981-82 Washington 43-39 32 16-16 | .500
1980-81 Atlanta 31-51 32 10-22 | .313
1981-82 New York 33-49 31 13-18 | .419
1983-84 Golden State 37-45 30 18-12 | .600
1983-84 New Jersey 45-37 30 18-12 | .600
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1981 -82 Pacific Division

Los Angeles +32
Seattle +22

Phoenix +10

Portland +2

San Diego-48

Los Angeles 57-25 gyl e e g e e e, S

Seattle

Portland
San Diego

Opening Tip:

Final Buzzer:

52-30 M e e e o ™ e

42-40
17-65

Danny Ainge, Rolando Blackman, Larry Nance, Kurt Rambis, Pat
Riley (as head coach), and Isiah Thomas

Jim Chones, Chris Ford

Off the Court

December
January

March
April
May

Muhammad Ali loses last fight by unanimous decision, to Trevor Berbick
Commaodore 64 computer announced, Joe Montana wins his first Super
Bowl MVP, AT&T agrees to bieakup deal

Ground-breaking for Vietham Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.
US officially hands over Panama Canal to Panama

Cal Ripken, Jr. begins streak of 2,632 consecutive games played




